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Circular Solutions & Business Models   

 

 

Study highlights advantages of sharing rather than owning: consultancy 

Systemiq 

A report into circular economy models underlines the benefits of using shared services 

rather than owning equipment, according to circular consultancy Systemiq, which examined 

the potential of everything-as-a-service (XAAS) through interviews with 50 experts. It cites 

practical examples ranging from car sharing and Michelin’s tyre service provision to 

equipment as a service and Rolls-Royce’s power-by-the-hour approach. The study, 

supported by the Ellen MacArthur Foundation, argues that companies can reduce their total 

cost of ownership by 40% by embracing XAAS, while benefiting the environment at the 

same time. 

Best source: Resource  
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New UK facilities to recycle plastic and produce hydrogen 

UK clean energy company Peel NRE is planning to build a £165m ‘plastic park’ in north-west 

England for recycling plastic waste. Planning consent has been granted for two facilities at 

the site near Ellesmere Port: one for processing polyethylene terephthalate (PET) packaging 

into flakes for use in new products; the other for turning plastic into hydrogen, producing 

1,000 kilos a day to power around 40 heavy goods vehicles. Plans for further facilities for 

handling mixed recyclables and plastic have also been submitted. 

Best source: Circular Online  

Experts highlight key elements for success of circular models 

Embracing circularity should be treated as a purely business decision that can begin with 

small steps, such as switching to more sustainable materials, according to Tanah Sullivan, 

head of sustainability at Indonesian tech group GoTo. Global head of sustainability Robert 

Metzke says the starting point at Royal Philips was to obtain a clear picture of global end-to-

end impact before embedding circularity in its core strategy, along with its individual 

businesses, markets and functions. Ibrahim Al-Zu’bi, chief sustainability officer of Dubai-

based shopping mall operator Majid Al Futtaim-Holding, argues that the circular commitment 

must be maintained over time although success cannot be measured overnight, while Dr 

Christian Haessler, head of the global circular economy programme at chemicals group 

Covestro in Germany, says that getting the whole company behind circularity both in 

mindset and actions is critical. 

Best source: World Economic Forum  

Swiss watchmakers adopt circular approach to use of stainless steel 

Switzerland’s watchmakers are bringing circularity to their use of a key raw material, 

stainless steel, of which the sector consumes 9,000 tonnes a year. Precycling, a company 

based at Reconvilier in the Bernese Jura, is disassembling watches and components from 

20 brands to recover 20 tonnes of steel a month. The metal is taken across the border to 

France’s Savoie département to be melted into machinable bars for reuse by watch brands 

in Switzerland. The country's watchmakers are also participants in a Luxembourg initiative, 

the Product Circularity Data Sheet, which provides information about a product and its end-

of-use cycle. 

Best source: Swiss Info  
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Innovation & Technology   

 

 

Avery Dennison provides digital labelling for circular clothing loop 

initiative 

California-based labelling specialist Avery Dennison, which has a plant in Luxembourg, is 

providing technology for an upcycling and reuse initiative to extend the lifecycle of sweaters 

from US fashion brand UpWest. A digital care label on each garment provides customers 

with product information, guidance on its care and the ability to engage with UpWest, which 

has partnered with circular fashion firm ReCircled to turn used clothes into winter blankets, 

dog sweaters and mittens. 

Best source: Retail Tech Innovation Hub  

Austrian company receives regional environmental award for plastic 

recycling technology 

Engel, an Austrian injection moulding machine manufacturer, has received the 2021 Upper 

Austria Environmental Award for its skinmelt plastic recycling technology, which enables 

recycled plastic waste to be used as the filling for a ‘sandwich’ involving a surface coat of 

virgin plastic. While the top coat provides all the performance required from new plastic in 

high-quality applications, skinmelt enables much higher quantities of recycled waste to be 

used compared with other sandwich processes. 

Best source: Medical Plastics News  
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Public Policy & Regulation   

 

 

France to phase out plastic packaging for fruit and vegetables 

France is to ban all plastic packaging for fruit and vegetables by 2026 to eliminate the use of 

more than 1 billion wrappings a year. The ban will come into force on January 1 next year for 

an initial list that includes vegetables such as aubergines, courgettes and peppers, as well 

as potatoes, carrots and onions, but not their spring-harvested varieties. Exemptions also 

exist for vegetables sold in packs weighing more than 1.5 kilos. Around 37% of all fruit and 

vegetables are sold in France with plastic packaging, according to government estimates. 

Best source: Governement.fr  

Porto authorities experiment with community composting 

Local authorities in the Portuguese city of Porto are trialling a neighbourhood organic 

composting project that returns waste to the biological cycle. Supported by EU programme 

CityLoops, the project has led to the installation of two compost ‘islands’ where residents 

can deposit organic waste inside composting containers, which are opened using a key 

card. Field technicians will monitor the composting process, with residents free to help 

themselves once the contents are ready for use. 

Best source: Cordis  

See also: City Loops  

EU policymakers must consider embedded carbon in chemicals and other 

raw materials: MEP 

Forthcoming EU policy initiatives including the Sustainable Products Initiative and Safe and 

Sustainable-By-Design must consider the embedded carbon in raw materials, and 

particularly chemicals, according to European Parliament member Maria da Graça Carvalho. 

She argues that fossil fuels remain the principal feedstock for the manufacture of most 

chemicals and other materials, although the energy for production processes increasingly 

https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=9c22b597d0&e=2cb34c67bb
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comes from renewable sources. Taking action on decarbonisation of chemicals at an EU 

level, she says, can ensure climate and circular strategies are aligned. 

Best source: Euractiv  
 

 

Funding & Investment   

 

 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development to fund circularity 

project for Turkish and Balkan SMEs 

The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development is leading a $155m funding 

programme to promote circular technologies and business models among small and 

medium-sized businesses in Turkey and five western Balkan countries. The Circular 

Economy Regional Initiative will seek to improve chemical and waste management, along 

with the security of raw material supplies, while fostering innovation and economic growth. 

The EBRD is providing $140m, with independent trust fund Global Environmental Facility 

contributing $13.76m and the Austrian government $1m. As well as Turkey, the initiative 

covers Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia. 

Best source: EBRD  

France launches €370m programme to improve recycling infrastructure 

As part of its support for circular economy initiatives, France has unveiled a €370m 

programme to drive innovation in the recycling of plastics, composite materials, textiles, 

strategic metals and cardboard packaging. The funding will be made available between 

2021 and 2027 to improve the country's recycling infrastructure, which is currently unable to 

process around one-third of the 350 million tonnes of waste produced annually. Investment 

will focus on research and development, deployment of industrial recycling facilities, and the 

introduction of tools for returning recycled materials to the industrial supply chain. 

Best source: Governement.fr  

https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=331227f9cb&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=d4fa5a2f36&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=5d53f5f11b&e=2cb34c67bb


6 

 

Green Alley Award seeks applicants from circular economy start-ups 

Applications are being sought from Europe’s circular economy start-ups for the 2022 Green 

Alley Award, worth €25,000. Now in its eighth annual edition, the competition is open to 

European companies created within the past five years in the areas of recycling, waste 

prevention and digital solutions. The six best applicants will go through to a final on April 28, 

2022, with five chosen by the award committee and the sixth by a public vote from a 

preselected list. Applications close on November 23. 

Best source: Green Alley Award  
 

 

Outreach & Training   

 

 

Caritas Luxembourg brings sustainable fashion to Royal Hamilius complex 

Caritas Luxembourg has opened a pop-up store in the capital's Royal Hamilius shopping 

complex to promote sustainable fashion. The Lët’z Refashion store sells second-hand 

clothes and accessories and offers a showcase for local creators of sustainable fashion, 

such as Luxembourg start-up Our Choice. The venue also plans to host workshops teaching 

adults and children how to upcycle, mend and customise clothes, and to host seminars, 

exhibitions and documentary screenings to raise public awareness about the social and 

environmental impact of the textile industry. Lët’z Refashion is part of a wider Rethink Your 

Clothes initiative supported by the Luxembourg government, Caritas Luxembourg and 

Fairtrade Lëtzebuerg. 

Best source: Info Green  
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Quebec establishes circular economy adaptation programme for local 

companies 

Local authorities in Canada's central Quebec region have launched a programme to help 

companies adapt to circular economy business strategies. Two advisers have been 

appointed to provide support in five ways: finding takers for post-production residual 

materials, identifying ways of diversifying the supply chain, calculating the true cost of 

residuals, rethinking packaging, and sharing space and equipment with other companies. 

The programme is supported by a C$240,000 grant from government agency Recyc-Québec 

and will run for 30 months. 

Best source: Le Courrier Sud  

Luxembourg organisations launch new edition of Circular by Design 

competition 

Luxinnovation and the Luxembourg Creative Industries Cluster have launched the 2021 

Circular by Design Challenge, following a successful pilot competition last year. 

Entrepreneurs from Luxembourg and across Europe are encouraged to submit their ideas 

for new circular solutions, either business models or technologies, in the categories of 

sustainable cities, industry 4.0, fashion design, mobility, and nation branding. The best 

entries will receive a place on a 12-week coaching programme and the chance to develop 

their project with one of the competition's industrial partners. 

Best source: LuxInnovation  

See also: LuxInnovation  

EU programme offers online training in circular economy 

EIT Climate-KIC, a knowledge community supported by the EU’s European Institute of 

Innovation and Technology, is offering online training courses this autumn on the circular 

economy. The series will open with two Train the Trainer modules starting on November 1 

and 3, enabling participants to teach colleagues and other stakeholders about circular 

strategies, followed by three-day courses focusing on circularity within the manufacturing 

and food industries. All courses include group work and self-study time. 

Best source: Climate KIC  

 

 

 

https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=3f6d249f3d&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=82d65db72a&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=3c64bd361b&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=d1f7425e10&e=2cb34c67bb


8 

 

International Repair Day highlights connection with climate change 

Countries around the world marked International Repair Day on October 16, with this year’s 

message – Repair Lowers Carbon Emissions – making a direct connection with next month's 

COP26 conference on climate change. The campaign has highlighted that the carbon 

emission impact of devices is greatest during their manufacture, reaching 79% for 

smartphones and 84% for blenders, underlining the importance of repair or purchasing items 

second-hand rather than new. 

Best source: Meco.lu  

See also: Openrepair.org  
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