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Circular Solutions & Business Models   

 

 

German consortium pilots circular fashion business model 

A consortium of German fashion brands, charitable textile collectors and recyclers have 

launched the Closed Loop Pilot, a circular solution for the fashion industry. Initiated by 

circular.fashion and recycling industry group FairWertung, the pilot project includes 

participants from different stages of the industry chain, from production to recycling. Fashion 

brands including Armed Angels, Besonnen, Otto, The Slow Label and Vretena will include a 

circularity.ID in their products to track their lifecycle. The Closed Loop Pilot initiative aims to 

provide insights including participation from consumers, enabling partners to fine-tune their 

circular models for textiles. 

Best source: Ecotextile (subscription required) 

See also: Circular.fashion  

Smartphone recycling and repair essential to reduce emissions: WEF 

report 
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Business models and consumer behaviour must change as global smartphone sales grow to 

more than one billion a year, creating around 10% of global electronic waste. A World 

Economic Forum report argues that smartphone repairs are essential to conserving 

resources, reducing e-waste and mitigating climate change. Up to 95% of smartphone 

emissions stem from their production. In 2019 the value of raw materials in e-waste was 

$57m while electronic recycling rates were 17%. The authors of the report say the average 

person replaces a smartphone every three years, and extending this to four could eliminate 

the equivalent of Ireland's annual carbon emissions. Built-in obsolescence is among the 

biggest challenges to changing business models, with few manufacturers developing 

smartphones with repair and refurbishment in mind; they often resist providing spare parts to 

third parties or do so at inflated prices that make it economically unviable. As a result, 

consumers find it difficult to source reputable and inexpensive repairers. 

Best source: World Economic Forum  

Competition encourages innovation in producer responsibility schemes: 

study 

Extended Producer Responsibility schemes bring increased innovation and higher standards 

of service and customer satisfaction in a competitive market, according to Berlin climate 

think-tank adelphi. Its study, commissioned by European Recycling, found that removing 

barriers to competition and reducing monopolies at all stages of the waste management 

cycle is the best way to accelerate the transition to circularity. The research also indicates 

that competition leads to more cost-efficient waste management than monopolistic systems. 

The authors recommend implementing independent co-ordination bodies to organise and 

monitor the allocation of collection responsibilities and manage joint activities. 

Best source: Recycling Magazine  

Improving resource efficiency would inject £9bn into UK economy: report 

Increasing resource efficiency and increased circularity has the potential to create more than 

500,000 jobs in the UK, provide a more than £9bn economic boost, and deliver 80% of 

additional emissions reductions needed to meet the country’s Fifth Carbon Budget, 

according to a report by NGO Aldersgate Group. The authors highlight concern that the UK's 

Resources and Waste Strategy is not being acted on, and suggest accelerating the 

implementation of Extender Producer Responsibility requirements to deliver a rapid 

improvement in product design. The report also advocates developing eco-design standards 

and creating lifecycle assessments for products in order to improve resource efficiency, 

decrease waste and support the development of a circular economy. 

Best source: Edie  
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Innovation & Technology   

 

 

Chemical recycling project gives new lease of life to plastics 

Chemical recycling will be used to convert post-consumer plastics to virgin-quality polymers 

in an international collaboration to close the loop on plastic waste. The partnership, between 

Paris-based oil company TotalEnergies, packaging film converter Jindal Films and chemical 

recycler Plastic Energy, will see waste plastic turned into food packaging and labels for 

biscuits, snacks, chocolate bars, dry foods and pet food. TotalEnergies plans to convert its 

crude oil refinery at Grandpuits in France and launch an advanced plastics recycling plant to 

convert plastic waste liquid into Tacoil feedstock. Various European TotalEnergies plants will 

be used to convert the Tacoil into virgin-quality polymers to be marketed as Certified Circular 

Polymers traceable through the value chain. Jindal Films, which has headquarters at 

Windhof in Luxembourg and Lagrange in the US state of Georgia, will convert the polymers 

into sustainable biaxially oriented polypropylene films identical to existing food packaging 

and labels. 

Best source: Plastics Today  

Fashion entrepreneurs offer innovation to tackle industry waste 

Luxembourg eco-fashion label Our Choice has launched FISH sandals, footwear made from 

sea wolf leather sourced from the Scandinavian fishing industry's by-catch. The plastic-free 

footwear was featured at the Paperjam and Delano Club Golf Tournament. Our Choice, 

which took part in the Luxinnovation Circular by Design challenge, is a fashion tech start-up 

specialising in sustainable and circular raw materials. In Finland entrepreneurs are working 

on innovative solutions to the enormous waste generated by the fashion and textile 

industries, developing solutions in response to increasing government regulation and 

consumer demand. Infinited Fiber is using new technology to clean and break down textile 

waste at molecular level and regenerate it into natural-feeling fibres. 

Best source: Linkedin  

See also: Our Choice  

See also: UNDP  
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Multipurpose hall designed for two locations in Dudelange 

A team of building and planning experts have pooled their talents to design a multipurpose 

hall that will be constructed on one site and moved to another within a decade. The building, 

designed for local club activities, will be constructed on Dudelange's Route de Bettembourg 

next spring, but within eight to 10 years it will be dismantled and relocated to the 

town's NeiSchmelz brownfield redevelopment eco-district. Experts in architecture, timber 

construction, civil engineering, building services and sustainability planning contributed to 

the building design, factoring in land size, location and the topography of both sites, while 

lighting and airflow have been calibrated to ensure the highest energy efficiency. The 

modular wooden building will be pre-fabricated in lengths able to fit on a truck and screwed 

together to ensure ease of construction and dismantling without leaving any waste. 

Best source: Baunetz Wissen  

Former Tesla engineer recycles e-waste to create new lithium-ion batteries 

Former Tesla engineer J.B. Straubel estimates that more than one billion batteries are 

languishing in old electronic equipment in US homes, representing an untapped source of 

valuable metals. He believes electric vehicles cannot be sustainable while the rare metals 

they require are being mined at substantial detriment to the environment and human rights. 

His company, Redwood Materials, aims to find end-of-life solutions for electric vehicle 

batteries as well as tackling the mountains of waste generated by electronic equipment. 

Redwood receives around 60 tonnes of old smartphones, energy instruments and scooter 

batteries daily, and his staff of 130 separate out the metals, pulverise and chemically treat 

them to re-enter the supply chain for use in new lithium-ion batteries. In 12 months Redwood 

says it recovered enough material to construct 45,000 electric car battery packs. Straubel 

estimates emissions from electric vehicles could be more than halved if their batteries are 

consistently recycled. 

Best source: Financial Times (subscription required) 

See also: Online EV  

Hair and salon waste recycled for energy, agriculture and absorbing oil 

spills 

Hairdressers in the UK, France and the US are greening their salons through collectives that 

recycle hair, foils and other material to keep them from landfill. In its first year the UK’s 

Green Salon Collective recycled nearly 500 kilos of hair and 3.5 tonnes of metal from 600 

salons. According to the US association Matter of Trust, 500 grams of hair can absorb up to 

four litres of oil, and it has been used successfully to mop up several oil spills. In France, 

hair recycling association Coiffeurs Justes says hair makes up 50% of salon waste. In 
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agriculture, hair is being composted, where it adds nutrients, while winegrowers are using 

hair to keep wild animals away from vines. Foils are being recycled for their metal, and 

leftover bleaches and dyes are burned to produce energy. 

Best source: Euronews  

See also: Living Circular  

See also: The Guardian  
 

 

Public Policy & Regulation   

 

 

China encourages recycling and innovation to meet climate commitments 

China’s 2021-25 five-year plan focuses heavily on increasing resource efficiency, developing 

greener practices, encouraging recycling and inspiring innovation to meet the country's 

climate commitments. The plan, which covers all sectors of the economy from manufacturing 

to agriculture, includes an awareness campaign to encourage consumers to buy green 

products and boost the country's efforts to embrace the circular economy. To achieve its 

goals, China aims to build a recycling industry to improve resource efficiency, create a 

recycling-oriented society and a recycling system for waste material, and establish circular 

agricultural practices. The plan’s targets include increasing 2020 resource productivity levels 

by 20%, reducing energy and water consumption by 13.5% and 16% respectively, and 

utilising 60 million tonnes of waste paper and 320 million tonnes of scrap metal. 

Best source: China Briefing  

See also: Waste Management World  

Prague targets circular transition leadership and 45% carbon reduction 

target 

Prague has positioned itself as a European leader in circular economy policies and 

initiatives, embedding the principles in daily decision-making processes in order to meet the 

city’s planning and climate mitigation target of reducing carbon emissions by 45% by 2030. 

In 2019 the city undertook a Circle Scan analysing material flows, emissions and value 
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generation, and developed action plans to implement new policies for key industries. The 

city has three RE-USE centres that collect second-hand items and redistribute them, and 

there are plans to conduct Swap events where citizens can exchange household items, as 

well as to open a Re-use shopping centre where all items are second-hand or repaired. The 

city has also addressed its 100,000 tonnes of food and kitchen waste with a pilot project to 

convert it to biogas used to power waste management trucks. 

Best source: World Economic Forum  

See also: Cities Today  

See also: The Mayor  
 

 

Funding & Investment   

 

 

Commission open to proposals for EU’s 2021-27 LIFE programme 

The European Commission is making more than €580m available through the EU’s 2021-27 

LIFE programme, a funding initiative to stimulate environment and climate action. Proposals 

can be submitted for circular economy and quality of life, nature and biodiversity, climate 

change mitigation, and adaptation and clean energy transition projects. LIFE will co-finance 

initiatives in areas including environmental governance, recovering resources from waste, 

water, air, noise, soil and chemical management, proposed by government organisations, 

small and large businesses and other stakeholders with close-to-market projects. Finance is 

also available for initiatives that demonstrate and implement innovation or implement best 

practice. 

Best source: European Commission  

See also: European Commission  

German start-up raises $1bn to boost product recirculation 

German electronics rental start-up Grover has raised $1bn to improve accessibility of tech 

products and extend the lifespan of electronic equipment through refurbishing and recycling 

to reduce e-waste. The company restores products to as-new condition and recirculates 
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them, and when they reach the end of their usable life, components are recycled or re-used. 

Since its launch in 2015, Berlin-based Grover has recirculated 475,000 products, equivalent 

to 1,400 tonnes of e-waste. With the new funding it plans to increase product circulation to 

5 million by 2024 and divert 24,000 tonnes of e-waste from landfill. The funding includes an 

asset-based facility from Fasanara Capital and expansion of a previous Series B funding 

round from $71m to $100m. 

Best source: Retail Technology Innovation Hub  

See also: EU-Startups  

Wallonia offers construction sector grants for circular design 

The Wallonia regional government is offering grants of up to €60,000 for projects embracing 

circular design and innovation in the construction sector. The initiative is part of the Belgian 

region's Circular Wallonia strategy, launched in February to promote a sustainable recovery 

of the economy and create local jobs, reduce the impact of economic activity on the 

environment, and minimise dependence on supplies of raw materials and energy. 

Best source: Walloon Government (in French) 

See also: Walloon Government  

Closed loop strategies lower risk and increase returns: researchers 

Companies incorporating circular economy strategies are proving to have lower risk of debt 

default and higher risk-adjusted return on equity, according to researchers from Bocconi 

University in Milan. Their analysis of more than 200 listed European companies spanning 14 

industries has found evidence that increased circularity pays dividends for both companies 

and investors. In a white paper, a collaboration between Bocconi, the Intesa Sanpaolo 

banking group and the Ellen Macarthur Foundation, the researchers say fostering circular 

economy principles reduces the risk of supply chain disruption and fluctuation in resource 

prices. The financial sector is increasingly seeing value in closed loop practices that 

contribute to mitigating climate change, the report argues. 

Best source: Ellen Macarthur Foundation  

Make the world’s waste fashionable for investors, says Goldman 

With hundreds of millions of tonnes of plastic, electronic and food waste discarded around 

the world each year, the asset management business of investment bank Goldman Sachs 

says there are opportunities to expand the appeal of waste management and re-use to 

investors. Alexis Deladerriere, developed markets equity head at Goldman Sachs Asset 

Management, says new technologies to convert plastic, clothing and other waste into new 

products benefit the planet as well as offering profit opportunities. 

https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=ea5f6c4938&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=14781a6e0e&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=d445a60923&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=6fd8457933&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=f032da0de8&e=2cb34c67bb


Best source: e-fundresearch (in German) 
 

 

Outreach & Training   

 

 

LSC Engineering launches 2021 awards to encourage sustainable 

solutions 

Innovative students focused on sustainable solutions have been invited to enter the LSC 

Circular and Innovation Awards 2021. The competition, launched by the Luxembourg-based 

LSC Engineering Group, is seeking entries covering circularity and innovation in fields 

including structural studies, infrastructure, land use planning and mobility. The competition is 

open to students who were enrolled in higher or university education including second year 

BTS, third year bachelor's or master's courses during the 2020-21 academic year, and offers 

three prizes of between €350 and €1,000. Applications close on October 15. 

Best source: LSC Engineering Group  

Switzerland’s third Circular Economy Incubator targets start-ups 

Applications are open for Switzerland’s third Circular Economy Incubator, a three-month 

programme for start-ups with circular business models. Organisers are looking for 30 Swiss-

based businesses to join the programme, which provides individual mentoring sessions with 

experienced coaches, access to industry experts, and pitching and networking events. More 

than 50 businesses have previously taken part in the Circular Economy Transition initiative 

and more than 75% are still active. Applications for the programme, a collaboration with 

Impact Hub Switzerland, close on September 10. 

Best source: Moneycab  

Saarlouis event to focus on renewables and energy efficiency in greater 

Luxembourg region 
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The Interreg VA Greater Region programme will host a themed day on September 23 focused on 

renewable energy and energy efficiency in the cross-border region spanning Luxembourg, 

Belgium, Germany and France. The hybrid online and in-person event at Saarlouis in Germany 

will highlight key results from energy projects and their added value for the region and its 

residents. It aims to generate insights for the Interreg VI 2021-2027 programme, whose main 

goals include the energy transition and efforts to curb climate change. 

Best source: Interreg VA Greater Region (in German) 

 

This briefing is powered by VitalBriefing, providing essential media monitoring 

curated by expert journalists.  

 
 

You are receiving this newsletter as a subscriber to past circular economy content from VitalBriefing or because you have shown 

interest in the topic. This monthly briefing supports the deployment of the circular economy strategy of Luxembourg. If you no 

longer wish to receive it you can unsubscribe here  

 

Our mailing address is:  

VitalBriefing 

43, Avenue Gaston Diderich 

Luxembourg L-1420  

Luxembourg 

 

Add us to your address book 

 

 

Want to change how you receive these emails? 

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list. 

View this email in your browser. 

   

  

 

https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=e06a8ff98d&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=c4f51bbcdf&e=2cb34c67bb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=c640c6befb&e=2cb34c67bb&c=cacd895806
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/vcard?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=c640c6befb
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/profile?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=c640c6befb&e=2cb34c67bb&c=cacd895806
https://vitalbriefing.us5.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=4ef89e2e9d2c8e904085cc1bb&id=c640c6befb&e=2cb34c67bb&c=cacd895806
https://mailchi.mp/vitalbriefing/pmes0esir5?e=2cb34c67bb

